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President’s Report Autumn 2024 

 
Greeting RUCItes, 
 
The year is now 2 months in and diving is at its peak. Pity the weather is so ordinary but we 
need to take opportunities where we can. The first Committee of the year reviewed the Dive 
Calendar and made a few changes to input dives requested by members. This is important as 
this is a club for members and it’s important that we do what members want. We’ve added some 
slightly deeper dives up to 30 metres to give a chance to increase member experience. Check 
these out on the dive calendar. 
 
Several members are heading west to Exmouth in May to seek out the Whale Sharks so we are 
adding variety to the type of diving the Club is doing.  Lots of shore dives are scheduled on the 
calendar and there are monthly boat dives to satisfy those wanting to get offshore. So heaps to 
do.  
 
The social Calendar is also included in the Dive Calendar so keep an eye on that.  
 
It’s important for the committee to know what you want to do so we can schedule these 
activities in our planning (Dive Calendar). This leads to the communications methods we 
currently use. In the past we have relied on meetings and hard copy newsletters to 
communicate with members. We no longer use hard copies but we do still have electronic 
newsletters published quarterly. These are now more a reflection of what has occurred rather 
than what we are going to do. Email has been our primary source of communication with 
members for a long time but we now use WhatsApp as well. Note that we also have a web page 
and Instagram page which are more outward facing to show those outside the Club what we are 
about. To keep in touch, keep an eye on WhatsApp and emails so you know what’s happening.  
 
A big thanks to Neil for putting his hand up to take over as Newsletter Editor. It’s great to have 
some new vision on the committee. If you have articles or photos you would like to see in print 
please send it to Neil. 
 
Best Wishes for 2024 to all our members and let’s have some fun diving. 
 
Cheers 
 
Bruce Spry  
 
 
Keep getting wet. 
 
Bruce Spry 
President 
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Editor’s Cut Autumn 2024 

 
 
Welcome to our Autumn Edition of RUC Surface Interval!  
 
Yes, a new editor. Hi there. 
A recent recruit thanks to hounding from Brett. Recently got back into diving after a long absence. 
Managed to get wet in Port Douglas, Perth, PNG, Dubai and Egypt some time ago. 
 
Wow !! Autumn already, Christmas, New year’s and a dodgy summer have gone. 
But, of course, diving happened. Gordons Bay, Little Manly and a wreck dive some reports and pics are 
here for your reading pleasure. 
 
Apologies for any omissions in some details. 
 
As with my predecessors drop my any articles, diving reports or would like to share anything diving 
related and they’ll get dropped into the next issue. 

Happy reading! 
 
 
Neil 
Editor 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Frog Dive Scuba Centre 

9958-5699 

Support the store that supports us! 
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Social Report 

May be a bit late on this (my apologies, Ed) but Saturday 9th March is the Ocean Film Festival. 
 
https://oceanfilmfestivalaustralia.com.au/ 
 
As mentioned, you also need to start planning/booking for the June Long weekend in Nelson 
Bay. This year the King's Birthday long weekend is from Friday 7th June to Monday 10 June. We 
will have morning tides so it will be great for shore diving at Fly Point and Halifax. 
 
We normally stay in units around Intrepid Close. Book you own accommodation. 
https://www.winningholidays.com.au/destinations/nelson-bay 
https://www.nelsonbayaccommodation.com.au/about/ 
 

WET CALENDAR – December 2023 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 2 Christmas Party Brett Houlton TBA 
2023 Photo winner 

announced 

Sun 3 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Freshwater / 12m   

Sat 9/Sun 10 Club Boat  Ken Jackson Royal Shepard / 28m  
Working Bee. Members 

attended. 

Sat 16/Sun 17 Sydney Shore Dive Brett Holton Gordon’s Bay / 12m 

Mal, Bruce, Jeannene, 
Michael and Richard. Dive 

support Ken, Susan, Linda, 
Anne and Ross 

Thu 21 Club Xmas Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel  

Tue 26–Tue 1 Club Christmas Trip 
Peter Hardman – RUC Dive 

Trip Co-ordinator 
Moruya Heads  

 

WET CALENDAR – January 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 6/Sun 7 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Parsley Bay  

Sat 13/Sun 14 Club Boat Dive Bruce Spry Magic Point / 18m  

Sat 20/Sun 21 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla Little Manly Cove / 5m 

Brett, Jeannene, Richard, 

and Diego. Noel as dive 
support 

Fri 26 Australia Day – Picnic/Dive Brett Houlton & Ken Jackson 
Inscription Point – 

Shore dive 
 

Sat 27/Sun 28 Club Boat Dive Clinton Unger Dunkenfield / 24m Old 
Ross di Bartolo, Jeannene 
Moore, Mark Kerr, Bruce 

Spry 

 

WET CALENDAR – February 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 3/Sun 4 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Oak Park / 8m  

Sat 10/Sun 11 Club Boat Dive Ken Jackson Shelly Reef / 22m  

Tue 13 Executive Meeting Bruce Spry See Meeting Notice  

Thu 15 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel 16 Members attended. 

Sat 17/Sun 18 Sydney Shore Night Dive Ross Di Bartolo Clifton Gardens 8m 
Ken, Michael, Ross, Bruce, 

Anne, Linda. 

Fri 23 Zapparelli’s Pizza Brett Houlton 1m long pizzas 9 Members attended. 

Sat 24/Sun 25 Club Boat Dive Bruce Spry 
Quarantine Bay Reef / 

20m  

https://oceanfilmfestivalaustralia.com.au/
https://www.winningholidays.com.au/destinations/nelson-bay
https://www.nelsonbayaccommodation.com.au/about/
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Dive Officer’s Spiel Autumn 2024 
 

Happy Rucites,  
 

Seems like an age ago we had Christmas.  
Hope everyone was good for Santa and got nice Gifts. 
 
The Xmas camp trip went off well. Numbers were down and the boat didn’t go away with them. 

A double was done from a dive charter to Montague Island off Narooma. The island has a 

colony of seals. They weren’t very playful on this day. A good trip was had though. 
 
Wayne is still away with family commitments in Canada and hopes to be back in March.  
Brett is still covering the dives in our calendar marked for Wayne. Thanks for that. 
Since Xmas quite a few shore dives have been done, and Ross has taken the club back into the 
Night diving world. 
 
On 17 Feb 5 keen divers and a gaggle of spectators / shore support, gathered at Clifton 
Gardens for the night dive. It was a great afternoon, with a slight NE breeze. A picnic table was 
selected facing east for non-divers and hey presto a bottle of white wine appeared with some 
snacks and a lot of chit chat over wine ensured. I believe the dive was good. The wine was too. 
After 1.5 hours the dive ended and retirement to the pub and some dinner at 10.30 followed.  
A great way to spend a sat night. 
Well done all. 
 
Australia day saw some ordinary weather so no boat dive, but a few ventured to the pub across 
the road from Frog dive for lunch, a quiet affair, but great lunch. 
So, the year has started well with 6 dives and 2 social events so far.  
Let’s keep this momentum going. 
 
Oceans film night is about to happen, some more social activities and then easter is just about 
here. 
Don’t forget to get your accommodation booked for the June long weekend it’s not far away 
either. 
Long Term Plans have us going to Callalla bay for the October long weekend and then to Jervis 
Bay for this Xmas break. Camp sites have been booked for both, so come along. 
 
Safe and much diving to all. So go get wet. 
 
Ken Jackson  
Dive Officer 
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WET CALENDAR – April 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 6/Sun 7 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Camp Cove / 10m  

Tues 9 Executive Meeting Bruce Spry Via Zoom  

Sat 13/Sun 14 Sydney Shore Dive Ross Di Bartolo Fairy Bower /7m  

Thu 18 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel  

Fri 19 - Mon 21 
Anzac Day Trip to Jervis Bay 
or Day Trip to Shellharbour 

Brett Houlton & Ken Jackson 
Callala Bay 

Shellharbour 
 

Thu 25 Anzac Day Boat dive Ken Jackson Colours 30m  

Sat 27/Sun 28 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla  Fairlight / 8m  

 
 

WET CALENDAR – May 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 4 Working Bee Clinton Unger Ken’s home  

Sun 5 Club Boat Dive Clinton Unger The Centurion / 16m  

Sat 11/Sun 12 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Bare Island /10m  

Thu 16 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel  

Sat 18/Sun 19 Club Boat Dive Ken Jackson The Colours / 24m  

Sat 25 RUC Anniversary Dinner Brett Houlton TBA  

Sat 25/Sun 26 Sydney Shore Dive Ross Di Bartolo Clifton Gardens / 5m   

 
 

WET CALENDAR – June 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result Sun 

Sat 1 RUC Anniversary Lunch Brett Houlton Mooney Mooney Club   

Sat 1/2 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Gordons Bay / 12m  

                                          WET CALENDAR – March 2024 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 2/Sun 3 Sydney Shore Dive Brett Houlton Long Bay / 10m 
Jeannene, Michael, Neil & 

Brett 

Sat 9 Ocean’s Film Festival Brett Houlton 
Cremorne Orpheum 

19:00 
Dinner at Minsky’s 17:00 

Sun 10 Club Boat Dive Ken Jackson Dee Why Wide 30m  

Sat 16/Sun 17 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla Freshwater / 12m  

Thu 21 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel  

Sat 23/Sun 24 Club Boat Dive Bruce Spry Long Reef Wall 15m  

Fri 29 – Mon 1 
Easter Boat dive & Picnic at 

Bundeena (Jibbon Beach) 
Brett Houlton & Ken Jackson 

Osborne Shoals or 
Jibbon Reef, 

Snorkelling @ Jibbon 
beach 
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Sat 10–Mon 12 Nelson Bay Trip Brett Houlton & Ken Jackson Boat and Shore dives 
2024 Photo winner 

announced 

Tue 11 Executive Meeting Bruce Spry Via Zoom  

Sat 15/Sun 16 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla North Bondi /14m  

Thu 20 Club General Meeting Michaael Persson West Ryde Hotel  

Sat 22/Sun 23 Club Boat Dive Wayne Pielak Old Mans Hat / 18m  

Sat 29/Sun 30 Sydney Shore Dive Brett Houlton Shelly Beach  

 
 

Dive Report: Duckenfield 28th Jan 

 
Duckenfield Dive 28 January 2024 

 
Divers: Ross di Bartolo, Jeannene Moore, Mark Kerr, Bruce Spry 
 
Weather was slightly overcast and I expected a southerly blowing up in the afternoon so we 
were watching the southern horizon to see how fast it was arriving. The journey to Long Reef 
was pretty quick taking about an hour. With slight southerly waves behind us.  
 
Arriving at Long Reef there were a few fishing boats camped out east of the point but we 
headed slightly further north to the marks in the GPS. A bit confusing as an historic wreck is 
shown slightly south of the club’s mark so I motored over the club mark and found nothing but 
sandy bottom. Another pass to the south still didn’t bring up anything identifiable as the wreck. If 
you are over the top of the engine or boiler they show up as quite a sharp jump up on the 
sounder. Turned north again and this time a sudden jump in the bottom profile told me we were 
directly over the engine. The club mark is spot on. 
 
Ross dropped the anchor and he and Jeannene geared up and dropped into the water. We kept 
the dive to 30 mins so we didn’t get caught in the southerly and they both surfaced on time. 
Visibility was good although not crystal clear with the engine standing up about 10 metres south 
of the anchor. Mark and I geared up and hit the water. Again I was happy we got within 10m of 
the wreck with the anchor as the last time I dived this wreck some 10 years ago with Ross we 
had a long swim from the anchor to find the wreck.  
 
We headed back to the Harbour and the southerly was picking up with waves up to 1.5m hitting 
us head on. It took about 2 hours to motor back to Tunks Park and a quick coffee at Clontarf 
saw us back at the ramp by 2:00pm for a wash and dry out.  
 
The Duckenfield is one of those wrecks that is worth returning to occasionally. Over the time I’ve 
dived it I’ve seen a lot of change. I’ve dived this wreck in 2005,2010 and 2024. My first dives 
showed the engine parts clearly and the boiler was mostly intact although sitting out of its 
position on the ship. Now there is much more growth on the engine that its getting more difficult 
to distinguish the parts from each other. Particularly the fly wheel on the side of the engine 
block.  
Some history of the Duckenfield and its fate:  
     
 
History:  

The Duckenfield was a collier built in May 1875 by J & W Dudgeonnd and owned by J & A 
Brown - coal merchants, Newcastle, NSW.  
Built in May, 1875 it struck Long Reef on 24 May 1889 
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The Master at the time of the wrecking was Thomas Hunter 
 
Wreck Incident:  
 The Duckenfield struck the lee side of Long Reef 1.5 cables north of Long Point boat ramp 
enroute to Sydney from Newcastle. There was a moderate southerly and poor visibility. The 
crew of 14 abandoned ship within 10 minutes while the vessel still lay on the reef. The 
donkeyman, James Struthers, was drowned in the process but the remainder of the crew were 
soon picked up by the SS Hawkesbury and taken to Sydney. Captain Hunter immediately 
returned on board the Pilot steamer Captain Cook as he perceived that the vessel might drift off 
the reef. When they arrived there was no sign of the ship. 
A week after the event two masts were discovered exposed 8 feet above the water. Rough 
weather intervened and the masts disappeared for 2 months. Captain Melvey of the tug steamer 
Grand buoyed a single mast. Captain John Hall and his team then began salvage operations 
which lasted over a year. The operations were interrupted and finally' abandoned because of 
pressures to undertake salvage on more recent casualties - including the Royal Shepherd of 
which Captain Hunter was again the master. 
 
Cargo and Salvage 

The ships cargo included 285 tons of coal, 50 tons of coke and 50 tons of copper ingots. The 
ship was not insured.  
Copper was partly recovered by Biggs and May under command of Captain John Hall. 10-18 
tons left behind. Ships lower mast towed into Watson's Bay by Pilot steamer Captain Cook. 
 
Technical Details 

Rig/Propulsion: Steam/sail (rig not determined) 2 cylinder vertical compound engine, single 
screw 
Tonnage: 368 gross, 251 net 
Length: 161.20 feet. 
Breadth 24,00 feet 
Depth: 12,00 feet 
Construction iron hull, 1 deck, 4 bulkheads. 
 
* Details from NSW Environment and Heritage: 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Maritime/documents/duck
enfield_wreck%20inspection.pdf 
 

   
 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Maritime/documents/duckenfield_wreck%20inspection.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Maritime/documents/duckenfield_wreck%20inspection.pdf
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Working Bee on 9th Dec 2023 

A few members turned up at Ken’s on a hot day to service the boat for summer.

 

Checks Dec-23 
Anchors and Anchor rope Y 

Battery Charged 
Flat, would not charge so needs to be 

replaced 

Battery load tested N 

Bilge pump  N 

Boat Cleaned Y 

Dive Flag Y 

Dive Lines Y 

Drinking water tank (water replaced) Y 

Electrical (Lights, radio, sounder, GPS) Y 

EPIRB Expires Sep 2027 

Fire Extinguisher Expires Oct 2024 

First Aid kit N 

Flairs Expires Feb 2024 

Fuel system checks (filter, pump bulb, lines) Y 

GPS marks N 

Grab bag Dolphin Battery replaced 

Hull Y 

Ladder Y 

Life jackets Y 

Motor inspected (oil, throttle and gear linkages, transom mount) Y 

Motor run Y 

Motor serviced N 

Oars Y 
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Oxygen tanks and masks N 

Radio antenna Y 

Steering system checks Y 

Trailer Bearing checked Right rear seal replaced 

Trailer Bearings replaced N 

Trailer Brakes Checked / adjusted Y 

Trailer Brakes Replaced N 

Trailer frame (rust) N 

Trailer hitch Y 

Trailer Lights Y 

Trailer wheels (correct pressure) Left rear down to 20psi 

Trailer winch Y 

Windscreen Y 

 
 

Dive Report Dec 17th Gordons Bay, Coogee 

 
After a hot Saturday (16th) the cooler morning to start the dive was a welcome sign. However, 
the surface swell was not glass like. We had 8 divers for this adventure. Michael, Mark, Gavin, 
Jess, Richard, Rob, Jeannine, and Brett. Support crew of Anne, Noel and Benny, with Natalie & 
Herb arriving while we were getting wet. We all arrived, geared up, and headed to the Entry 
point at 9am. There was a swell coming in. Once we were in the water and settled, the dive 
proceeded. 
 
Starting off we went anti-clockwise around the chain. Some parts of the chain were difficult to 
find. There was a noticeable current too. Dive time 60 minutes. Our Exit point was the same 
location as the entry. During our dive time, the tide had come in, so there was more drama for 
our exit. The support crew had to jump into action along with two life savers. We all had a rough 
time on exit. NO broken bones, fins, masks or cameras. Only one lost camera video light. So 

Poseidon can see in the dark (if he turns the light on). 🧜🏻♂️ 

 
Following the dive, we had a social catch up over near the surf club. The Club were having a 
fund-raising day. The Bacon & Egg Rolls, and Sausage Sandwiches were great. So too the 
Coffees/Teas from the Cafe. We found a shade spot under a tree to recount the mornings 
adventure, to discuss our plans for Christmas and travel plans for 2024.  
 
Thanks everyone for the great dive today, to the support team for their help in getting us out of 
the water, and for all the dives in 2023. 
 
See you all in 2024 and just remember: 
Staying on the surface all the time is like going to the circus and staring at the outside of the 

tent. 🧜🧜🧜🧜 

 
Brett 
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 Dive report - Little Manly Cove, Sunday 21 January 2024 

 

On Sunday 21 January, a group of RUC members met for a morning dive at Little Manly Cove.  
 
After checking www.beachwatch.nsw.gov.au that it was safe to swim, Brett, Jeannene, Richard, 
and Diego got ready to dive, with Noel as surface assistant. We arrived before 7:30am to 
secure parking, and that was wise since parking was nearly non-existent by that time.  
 
Everybody managed to find a parking spot, Richard even carried a trolley to take his gear from 
the car to the dive site. The beach already started to have swimmers, including a water-polo 
team with their floating goals. We entered near the shark net, dodged the water-polo team, and 
started the dive. With all the gloomy news about water quality from the media, visibility was 
better than expected at 4-5 metres. Water temperature was a balmy 22 degrees.  
 
We inspected the nets, where Richard found a tiny red critter, see photos. We then turned right, 
following the shore on our left. The bottom was sandy with the occasional rock or cluster of kelp. 
We found several fish lines and bait, and quite a few golf balls. Marine residents included a few 
goatfish, a lonely blue groper, the occasional octopus and cuttlefish. On the way back, by the 
nets, we heard the sound of swimmers plunging into water. Nearby, Diego saw something red 
trickling from the sea bottom. Something dropped by the swimmers ? If it was blood, there was 
no fish activity nearby. 
 
Back on shore, the beach was packed with swimmers, and there was a queue to order at the 
cafe. Thanks to Noel we had a shady spot next to the cafe where we enjoyed our coffee and 
biscuits.  
 
I've attached some photos. 
 
More photos from Diego here:https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBbby7 
 
Diego 

  

http://www.beachwatch.nsw.gov.au/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBbby7
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Dive report – Malabar Long Bay, Sunday March 3rd 2024 

 
The dive was at Malabar Long Bay just west of the saltwater pool, 
4 Divers Jeannene, Michael, Neil & Brett, ground support Anne & Benny. Not a deep dive today 
average depth 6 to 7 meters Vis in parts 5 to 8 meters and other parts very snotty. However, a 
very enjoyable dive great weather and great coffee after the dive however the coffee shop took 
forever to make our coffees and not forgetting a big thank you Jeannene for bringing the donuts 

🍩 

Brett 
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 October 2024 long weekend away trip to Currarong 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
As we are all very keen about doing more diving this year, I have just booked 6 powered 
camping sites at Holiday Haven Currarong, Jervis Bay over the October 2024 long 
weekend. 
 
I have booked for 4 nights just in case you want to stay the extra night. If you only want to stay 

3 nights, you can do this too. This can be changed. We just need to have a booking. ☺  

This weekend is smack in the middle of the school holidays. 
  
We also need a boat tower so if you can help, please let me know. 
  
Details as follows: 
  
Arrive Friday 4th Oct 2024 to depart Tuesday 8th October 2024. (Total 4 nights) 
Cost $ 105.00 per night (covers 2 people) 
Balance due 30th September 2024 when you will need to pay & confirm dates and your details. 
You do this directly with the park. The booking is in my name. 
  
We have sites 113-118 along the fence and are big sites I’m told, so will accommodate 
caravans and our boat. 
Park details: https://www.holidayhaven.com.au/currarong/ 
  
At this stage, 4 smaller cabins are also still available. 

Priced from $ 245.00 per night and can accommodate up to 5 people. 

If you want to join us, you need to book these now or you will miss out. 

  
Please let me know if you wish to join us, 
  
Hope to see you all soon. 
  
  
Kind Regards 
  
Peter Hardman 
 
 

Social Dinner 23/02/24 Zapparelli’s pizza 

 
Hi Dive Buddies,  
 
Last Friday night a group of Ryde underwater club had a social dinner at Zapparelli ’s pizza 
restaurant at Lane Cove. The food was fantastic and the company excellent with a mixture of 

beautiful salads and not forgetting the Pizza (no seafood 🍤). The group has said that it was a 

great little restaurant and some said they would return.  

Also a few photos from the evening 🍕🍕. 

 
Kind Regards, 

https://www.holidayhaven.com.au/currarong/
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Brett Houlton

 
 
 

Dec- Xmas meeting west Ryde 
 
Social meeting filled with good Xmas cheer. 
The annual ten pin bowling trophy was handed over from last year’s winner (David Woods) to 
this year’s winner, Ken Jackson. 
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Xmas party 2023 and photo comp winners 
 
Thanks to Brett and Noel for hosting the Xmas party this year. 
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Crazy night divers: 17th Feb 

 
 We haven’t been doing much night diving recently, so I thought of organising a Saturday night dive at 
Clifton Gardens. In the water we had Mal, Bruce, Jeannene, Michael and Richard. On the show (drinking 
wine and eating chips) were Ken, Susan, Linda, Anne and Ross. 
 
When Richard eventually exited the water after an hour and three quarters bottom time, we went to the 
Mosman hotel for supper. 
 
Ross 
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2024 Photo Comp entries now open 

 
Hi Rucites and Photographers, 
 
Traditionally the RUC photo competition winner was presented at June long weekend. Due to 
lack of diving during Covid we postponed the photo comp to Dec. We want to get back to the 
June timing but rather than wait 18 months between competitions we had one competition in 
Dec 2023 and will have another, six months later June 2024. 
 
For the 2024 competition we will accept photos taken since the last competition closed (i.e. 
photos taken between 17th Nov 2023 and 24th May 2023).  
Voting will be open for the last weeks of May. 
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The winner of the golden camera will be announced 8th June at the June long weekend at 
Nelson Bay. 
 
 
Photo Competition Rules 

1. All RUC members are eligible to enter the competition. 

2. A current financial RUC member must have taken the photo. 

3. The entrant must be the creator of the image. 

4. The entrant must own the copyright of the image. 

5. The photographer grants Ryde Underwater Club Inc. publishing permission to reproduce 
the images in the Ryde Underwater Club Inc. website, club magazine (Surface Interval), 
Face Book page and in material promoting the club. 

6. The photo was taken between 17th Nov 2023 and 24th May 2024 

7. The photo is received before 24th May 2024 by the Committee 

8. The photo is provided in electronic format: 

9. JPEG format preferred. 

10. Image size should be minimum of 3000 pixels by 2000 pixels and a maximum size of 
4000 by 3000 pixels. Larger images may be accepted but will be re-sized to be 
consistent with all other entries. 

11. File name includes initials of photographer, location and date it was taken, e.g. 
Nudibranch_John_Smith_Colours_2103-05-09.jpg• 

12. Some additional information about the photo (e.g. location and give your photo a title) 

13. The photo does not necessarily have to be an underwater shot, but be diving related. 

14. RUC members are invited to provide up to 5 photos (the first 5 photos received will be 
included but addition photos will be discarded) 

15. Points will be awarded to each image based on place voted by each member voting (i.e. 
5 points for 1st place, 4 points for 2nd etc) 

16. Entry with the most points is the winner (in case of draw, the photo with the most voters 
is the winner) 

17. The decision of the committee will be final and no discussion entered into regarding the 
winning entry. 

 
 
The winner will become the proud caretaker of the Golden Camera until the next competition. 
So, start putting aside your best shots aside for the photo comp. 
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Tides 
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The Bureau of Meteorology gives no warranty of any kind whether express, implied, statutory or otherwise in respect to the availability, 
accuracy, currency, completeness, quality or reliability of the information or that the information will be fit for any particular 
purpose or will not infringe any third-party Intellectual Property rights. The Bureau's liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense resulting from 

use of, or reliance on, the information is entirely excluded. 
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Your committee 2023/24 

PRESIDENT 
Bruce Spry 

SECRETARY 
Michael Persson  
 

TREASURER 
Diego Molla-Aliod 

DIVE OFFICER 
Ken Jackson 
 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER 
Clinton Unger 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 
 

SOCIAL OFFICER 
Brett Houlton 
 
 

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Linda Spry 

 

WEB MASTER 
Wayne Pielak 
 
 

SAFETY OFFICER 
Herb Ilic 
 

  

Contacts 

Email Groups: 
All Members: members@RUC.groups.io 
Committee:   committee@RUC.groups.io 

Groups.io: 
Members - https://ruc.groups.io/g/members 
Committee - https://ruc.groups.io/g/committee 

Contribute to Surface Interval 

Regardless of whether you have been on an exciting dive lately or just been surfing on the internet, if there is 
something you would like to share with your fellow club members, why not contribute to the next edition of Surface 
Interval. 

Email some words and a few photos or videos (or your buddy’s photos). 

Remember articles submitted may be posted to the Club’s website and Facebook. 
Face Book: https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org 
Website: http://www.ruc.org.au 
 

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING IN ARTICLES AND PHOTOS 
 
Facebook Article 
Put together 2 sentences and plenty of pics. Do it the same or next day as the dive. 
Email to “RUC Social Media Sub-Committee” (committee@RUC.groups.io) and they will post to Facebook on your 
behalf. 
 
Surface Interval Article 
Send the article to editor@ruc.org.au 
 
Type the story into MS Word rather than in your text or email editor. Don’t send a PDF file. 
Please run the spell check over your article. 
 
Send photographs as separate jpg files. i.e., Don’t insert photos into the MS Word file. 
Please rename photos with the dive site or date in the name. Something simple like “Apr23 seaslug.jpg”. 
Say which dive they are linked to in the text. 
 
If you would like your article to link to another website, insert the link in the article and readers can then open that 
link. 

mailto:members@RUC.groups.io
mailto:committee@RUC.groups.io
https://ruc.groups.io/g/members
https://ruc.groups.io/g/committee
https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org
http://www.ruc.org.au/
mailto:committee@RUC.groups.io
mailto:editor@ruc.org.au
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RYDE UNDERWATER CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2023-2024: 
Single $110      Family Concession $190      Social $40 

Membership renewals are due 30thJune each year. 

Pro rata membership fees are available for new members joining during the year. 

 
Our members have a common interest in SCUBA diving.  Dives are organised and conducted nearly 
every weekend around Sydney using the club boat and sometimes boats owned by club members. 
Our club also organises weekend and holiday trips to interesting dive locations north and south of Sydney.  
A variety of social activities are organised throughout the year for members and their families. 
 

Our club conducts meetings at on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: 

West Ryde Hotel - 1021 Victoria Rd, West Ryde NSW 2114 
The schedule for the evening is: 

7:00pm – 7:45pm Dinner – good food/drinks and conversation (optional) 
7:45pm – 8:15pm Committee/Business Update  
8:30pm – 9:30pm Special Guest Presenter 

New members are always welcome to attend our meetings and join in with our activities. 

   

EMERGENCY & INFORMATION PHONE NUMBERS 

Diving Emergency Service (DES) within Australia 1800 088 200 

Diving Emergency Service (DES) outside Australia +61 8 8373 5312 

Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick  (02) 9382 3575 

Westpac Rescue Service (02) 9311 3499 

Coast Guard Sydney (02) 9337 5033 

Coast Guard Sydney Boating Weather  (02) 9337 5455 

Coast Guard Sydney Boating Weather at 6.50 am and at 2-hour intervals Radio 27 MHz 

Reporting suspected Illegal Fishing – DPI (Fisheries)                                               1800 043 536 

NSW Maritime Authority - Sydney Boating Weather  131 236 (opt 3) 

IF IN DOUBT - ALWAYS RING 000 

  

BOAT LAUNCHING RAMPS Google maps links 

Bayview Bayview 

Tunks Park Tunks Park 

Kyeemagh Kyeemagh 

Gunnamatta Bay Gunnamatta Bay 

 
RYDE UNDERWATER CLUB INC. 

Face Book: https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org 
Website: http://www.ruc.org.au 

Email: info@ruc.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bayview+Boat+Ramp/@-33.6618748,151.3016315,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b0d5360ae01f7e7:0x3cde9d5c1a131a1!8m2!3d-33.6618793!4d151.3038202?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tunks+Park+Boat+Ramp/@-33.8176339,151.2174281,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12aeb1ad38271d:0xbce3516828bbd215!8m2!3d-33.8176384!4d151.2196168?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Maia+Outrigger+Canoe+Club/@-33.9470755,151.1589945,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x6b12b0b7774db2dd:0x8e26ecbdef780490!2sMutch+Ave,+Kyeemagh+NSW+2216!3b1!8m2!3d-33.9486553!4d151.1604965!3m4!1s0x0:0xefb81428524266f7!8m2!3d-33.9462793!4d151.1616182?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Gunnamatta+Bay,+Cronulla+Boat+Ramp/@-34.0553983,151.1478612,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12c80da7184be3:0xdaef97d43e0e91fd!8m2!3d-34.0554028!4d151.1500499?hl=en
http://www.ruc.org.au/
mailto:info@ruc.org.au

